TWURFFRFAIE 46475 (2017429 F)

SIIV-TFTT7F (Myel Agwara) BILEDHESER
— A SHFE - EF IV - GAICHTRIEOEK DT —

What Happened after the Ritual of ‘Myel Agwara’:
The Deaths that Occurred in the G village of West Nile in Uganda
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Noriko TAHARA

What Happened after the Ritual of ‘Myel Agwara’:
The Deaths that Occurred in the G village of West Nile in Uganda

Noriko TAHARA

The Alur people, belonging to the West Nile region in Uganda and the north-east end of the
Democratic Republic of Congo, used to perform the ritual of ‘myel agwara’ to mourn the death of a
person, a few years after the death. Myel agwara literally means ‘the dance of agwara (long horns)’,
and is planned by the offspring of the deceased. It is believed that after the myel agwara, the person’s
spirit finds peace in the world of ancestors.

In 2012, we revived myel agwara to mourn the death of C of G village in Nyravur sub-county in
Nebbi, Uganda. However, it was a challenge for us, as the myel agwara had not been performed in
Uganda since 1987. To perform the myel agwara in the right manner, the participation of the partner
clan is necessary. However, we could not find a partner clan to participate in the ritual, and therefore,
we performed only some of the right procedures using the super natural power of ‘ambaya’. A few
years after the myel agwara was performed, four families of the same clan were banished from the
village. This was triggered by the deaths of a child and a woman in the clan.

In this article, I will describe the events surrounding the ritual in the village in chronological order,
along with narratives of the local people, in order to enquire into the relationship between the revival
of the ritual and the conflicts that occurred within the clan.
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