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The Faith in Prince Shotoku and ‘The Sun Road’

Atsuo Fujitani

On the line 34 degrees 32 minutes north, the ruins and shrines of the Sun Faith are lined from east
to west, centering on Hashihaka tomb (%% 171 ). This line is called ‘the Sun Road’ (KB 1#) like
the so-called ley line.

If the width of this line is considered to be a band of about 100 meters, to the west of it are Funa-
ki-ishigami shrine (JF A _F#i4E:) and Ise-kuruma shrine (&5 A %2 Fiffitt) in Awaji Island, Otori-
taisha shrine (KB Ak#t) in Sakai City, Mt. Nijo (—-_F111) on the prefectural border between Osaka
and Nara, and Oh shrine (£ #fi#l:) in Tawaramoto town of Nara prefecture, to the east are Hashika tomb
and Mt. Miwa (=¥1l]) in Sakurai city, Hasedera temple (E%+3F), Muroji temple (Z24:5F), and
Ttsuki Palace (7)) in Mie prefecture.

Although it seems that some historians consider Hashihaka tomb to be the central point of the Sun
Road, I guess in fact the important point of this line is Mt. Nijo.

The Okuninushi’s (X [E F:#5) bliss and miracle soul in Mt. Miwa go to the west on this Sun road,
and it is linked with his rough soul of Kishinomiya (& )in Tondabayashi city. Furthermore it
advances to the country of Izumo where the world of the dead is supposed to be. The characteristic view
of the religion that his soul is to be eventually connected with the harmony soul of Izumo Taisha (HZ£
K#t), that is unique to ancient times, is highlighted there. Takenouchi road (#7PYfEi&), an ancient
public road built parallel to the Sun Road was part of the ancient way from Mt. Miwa to Izumo. And it
can be imagined that it had been thought as a way for the soul to return for its relief and settlement in
ancient times.This also applies to the myth that Yamato-takeru’s (H 4<it24) soul became a swan and
flew this line west.

In the Middle Ages, the view of the religion was transformed into the Pure Land beliefs ({113
{01). Tt is Genshin ({12 ), who was born in the village of Taima (24JfiH.) at the foot of Mt. Nijo, that
appeared in the period of the great revolution. I inferred here that the symbol of the philosophical and
religious transformation can be found in Yamagoshino-amida figure (ILIFT55RFER) conceived by
Genshin. On the other hand, the center of the Pure Land thought that took place by Taima-mandara (24
k%) conclusively moved from Taimadera temple (24Jfk3F:) to Shitennoji temple (JUKF3F),
which was considered to be the center of the east gate of the Pure Land.

The active movement by the Nenbutsu saints (:{LE2) happened. In their faith and activities, we
saw a new development on the faith in Prince Shotoku, centering on his sepulcher (JKT-Ei). In
Kamakura period, a unique form of faith was created in which many Nenbutsu saints visited and stayed
there to receive the revelation and the miracle of dreams . It was also a kind of practical training for the
Nenbutsu saints to obtain the experience of miracle in proof of the disappearance of the sins and the
rebirth to Pure Land.

In this way, a route from Shitennoji temple to Taimadera temple via the sepulcher of Prince Shotoku
was established here. Takenouchi road has come to have the aspect of ‘Sacred Road’ (E2? j& ) where the
Nenbutsu saints come and go as such a road of the Pure land beliefs and the faith in Prince Shotoku.

keywords : The Faith in Prince Shotoku (E2&K--1Z/fl), The Sun Road (/K[ ii)
Mt. Nijo (—_k111), Takenouchi Road (77 Ni&)
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