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On warabe-mai (bugaku-dance performed by child/children)
performed in Shitennoji Temple during the Edo period.
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On warabe-mai (bugaku-dance performed by child/children)
performed in Shitennoji Temple during the Edo period.

Miho MINAMITANI

Not many dance music costumes for child/children (F&#EHEE%ESE ) exists in Shitennoji Temple
that are made before the Edo period. However, according to the related historical materials including
"Shitennoji Bugaku-no-ki ([ UK E 5250 1) ", it is clear that bugaku-dance by a child or children
were performed frequently in Buddhist ceremonies in Shitennoji Temple during the Edo period.
Therefore, it can be said that small number of the existing child — dance costume in Shitennoji Temple
does not consistent with the situation of bugaku performance in the temple of the Edo period.

To clarify the cause of this contradiction, I analyzed related historical materials to clarify the actual
situation of child dance performances at Joraku-e (F%4%) and Shoryo-e (E25E4%) in Shitennoji
Temple of the period. Furthermore, those historical materials show that the young siblings of the
musician who performed those child dances also engaged in the dancing performances together with
adult dancers. Regarding the distinction between child-dance and adult-dance was strictly done only for
hashiri-mai (%) by whether to wear the mask for the dance or not, I deduced that not only in some
cases child/children dancer/dancers performed the bugaku-dances wearing the adult's costumes without
attaching the mask.

Based on these considerations, we will see how the contradiction between the few numbers of child
dance costumes that exists in Shitennoji Temple and the actual performance situation during the Edo
period should be elucidated.
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